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Who May Be Saved?


Clearly the message sent to the gay community by the modern church has been one of rejection.  Just why being gay has commanded the ire of Christian leaders in the United States is a bit mysterious.  Gay people have been labeled as unacceptable to the kingdom of God due to mistranslated scriptures and a deep desire to vilify a whole minority subculture in order to unify those ignorant of the truth.  In similar tradition in Jesus’ time the Jews considered Gentiles as unclean.  Today, gays are treated as filthy, dirty rubbish that needs to be thrown out.  Some have rejected this blanket statement and have attempted to reach out, understanding that Jesus’ mission was not one of condemnation, but salvation.  However, one Christian leader writes, “homosexuals are dogs” and believes that this terminology is a slang expression used in scripture to refer to homosexuals.  In his point of view, “hate” and “prejudice” are justified.  Once labeled as “evil,” the Bible then can be used to “hate that which is evil” (Romans 12:9).  Terms like “family values” are used in such a way so that gays are presented as though they do not have any redeeming value.  This presents the view that rejection is the only proper response to homosexuals.  But, nowhere in scripture can anyone justify hate as a proper response to homosexuals or anyone.  All people are the creation of God.  Instead, James says to treat all alike without discrimination (James 2:1-4).

The early Church, beginning from Jewish roots, had an ethnocentric view of who they were to God and at first did not recognize any non-Jews as part of God’s family.  This bigotry was clearly broken by an incident that occurred in Acts 10.  This lengthy story tells how Cornelius, a Roman centurion and devout Gentile man, received the message of the gospel from Peter and subsequently the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  After witnessing the event, Peter declared to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem when they questioned him about his actions in going to the “uncircumcised”, “who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” (Acts 11:17).  And later, Peter reiterated the conclusions drawn from the incident (Acts 15:8) that it is God who “knows the heart” and shows who he has chosen by giving them the Holy Spirit.  This same message is still true today, that it is God who chooses and shows his choice by the giving of his Holy Spirit.

Jesus explained to Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” (John 3:16-17)

Paul’s later clarification of the law of grace clearly says that God’s free gift of grace (unmerited favor) is extended to all who by faith receive it (Romans 5:2).

Paul clearly teaches that “there is no difference between Jew and Gentile, the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." (Romans 10:12-13)

No qualification is put on those who may or may not receive Christ.  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12-13)

A person who is seeking God cannot even do so unless God draw him.  So it is by God's invitation that anyone comes to him. "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day." (John 6:44)

In His teachings, Jesus said, “All the Father gives me will come to me, and WHOEVER comes to me I will never drive away.” (John 6:37)

These important passages paint a picture of unmerited favor extended to WHOEVER will respond to God’s free gift of grace by faith.  Jesus did not come to bring condemnation to anyone, but so that the world through him might be saved (John 3:17).  Therefore, those who do not extend the free gift of God's unmerited favor to everyone as it was extended to them, are not abiding in the clear teaching of the New Testament.  The witness of the Holy Spirit is all anyone needs (Romans 8:16) to come to the inward security of knowing who they really are: a child of God.

Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.wmf]