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	5  "But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' 6 "But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8  And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9  concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10  and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11  and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 12  I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14  He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15  All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

· John 16:5-15 (NASB)



	
	

	Satan has been popularized as the root of all the world’s woes.  He and his demonic forces are blamed for spoiling God’s perfect creation.  But God’s plan of redemption promised a final deathblow to the devil. (Genesis 3:15)  This was accomplished when Jesus uttered from the cross, “It is finished!” (John 19:30)  What was finished?  The wrath of God welled up against mankind for the sin of Adams’s race was finally quelled – replace by grace.  Jesus had taken on the punishment that all of us deserved.  The devil was enthroned as the ruler of this world by the sin of one man, Adam; and dethroned by the obedience of one man, Jesus. (Romans 5:17-18)   Even though the devil and his friends continue to roam the earth deceiving those willing to believe their lies, he is a defeated foe and Christians have no excuse for continuing to live in sinfulness.   The  domain of Satan is saturated and maintained by  deceit
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	Jesus tells us that if we continue in His word we will know the truth, and the truth will make us free. (John 8:31-32)  Founded on the solid foundation of grace, a covenant brought about by God established our relationship (righteousness) through the obedience of Jesus Christ.  The blessings or benefits of the covenant can only be realized through obedience to His commands, given to us through the Holy Spirit. (John 14:21)  A mechanical obedience (not from the heart) to a set of rules is no substitute for the everyday living walk in the Spirit.  Only in this way can we be sure to walk in victory over the schemes of Satan.

The Origin of Sin

We know about “original sin,” but from where does sin “originate?”  In the story of the Garden of Eden, Adam and his wife, Eve, were the first two people.  Adam was made of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7) and Eve was made from one of Adam’s ribs (Genesis 2:22).  They lived in the paradise of Eden with the command that they could eat freely from any of the fruit trees in the garden they wished, except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, which was located in the middle of the garden with the warning that if they partook of that tree, they would die (Genesis 2:17).  Adam named all the animals that lived (Genesis 2:19) and each day, Adam and Eve walked and talked with God in the garden as He walked in the cool of the day until they succumbed to the temptation of the serpent.

	The serpent was more crafty or cunning than any other beast that God had made (Genesis 3:1).  We’re to assume that the devil and the serpent are the same person, because the text does not tell us.  He tempted the couple to eat fruit from the tree that God had forbid them to eat of, the only law they had, and they did eat (Genesis 3:1-6).  Innocence was lost, their eyes were opened and they knew  they  were  naked  (Genesis 3:7).   A  more  definitive  
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	explanation is not given.  We must read into the story to understand what happened there.  After Genesis 5, Adam and Eve are scarcely spoken of in the Old Testament and only briefly alluded to in the New Testament (Luke 3:38, Romans 5:14, 1 Corinthians 15:22; 45, 2 Corinthians 11:3, 1 Timothy 2:13-14, Jude 14), but clearly held responsible for “original sin.”

Someone said that the word “sin” is derived from an archery term that referenced an arrow shot toward, but falling short of the target, thus Paul’s statement in Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  The effort was made to hit the target, but it was inadequate.  Sin describes both the condition of the soul and specific deeds of rebellion committed against God who originally made the human spirit to be His seat  of  authority  for  the  guidance  of  the  soul  of  each  person.   The 

	redemption of humanity was promised in Eden (Genesis 3:15) and was finished at Calvary (John 19:30) to win back that which was lost in the garden.

Now, 20 centuries after the redemption was completed, we should know that for those who are in Christ, there is no condemnation (Romans 8:1-2).   The consequence of the sin condition (eternal death) was obliterated.  But the misdeeds of sin continue to rob men and women of the elusive abundant life that Jesus promised (John 10:10).  

Paul tells us that the abundant life is possible for those who put the misdeeds of the body to death by a walking in the Spirit (Romans 8:13).  Failure to overcome sin, now that Satan has been defeated, can only be one problem, reliance on the flesh rather than on the Spirit.  Paul says that if we walk by the Spirit, we will not carry out the (evil) desire of the flesh (Galatians 5:16).  If sin continues to be a problem, we cannot blame Satan.  James tells us that it is conceived and brought forth out of our own evil desires.



	
	13  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15  Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

· James 1:13-15


	

	The frustration of continuing in sin, despite maximum effort put forth to stop doing it, points to an attempt to reform the flesh rather than putting it to death.  Somehow the church came to teach that “lust” and “fleshly living” is innuendo for adultery and/or promiscuous living.  However, these terms do not necessarily refer to sex as they assumed.  In making this mistake, they have missed the most important aspect of Christian living.  Knuckling down and working hard to straighten up and act right will always end in failure because it depends on consistent perfect performance.  There is a huge limitation due to the sin nature.
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