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	For Paul, the evil one is the “god of this world,” who is working to blind the minds of human beings to the truth of the gospel message (2 Corinthians 4:4).  Therefore, we must “put on the full armor of God, so that we will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” (Ephesians 6:11-13)



	 Peter compares him to a lion for whom we must be on the alert.  He is an adversary, prowling around making much noise as he roars, seeking someone to devour.  He is dangerous, but only for those who are fail to be vigilant.  His schemes should not escape our notice, all we have to do is to resist him, according to James; submitting to God and the devil will flee.

The devil’s main tool is deception.  The roaring lion is trying to scare people into thinking that he is dangerous; and  of  course, his  schemes
	

	need to be respected but can be understood and resisted.  Jesus tells us that the ruler of this word has been judged (John 16:11) and Paul adds that He, Jesus, “disarmed” the devil and his forces (Colossians 2:15) at the cross.

A large portion of the gospels tell us that Jesus went about casting out “demons.”  In the Greek the word demon is “daimonion,” which means little god or goddess.  This god had some sort of evil influence on its victims.  In some cases it caused physical ailments (Matthew 9:32-33) and in others, mental problems (Matthew 17:15-18).  

Most translations call the victims in these cases “demon-possessed.”  The term used for this condition “daimonizomai,” is a Greek derivative of “daimonion,” which does not mean “controlled by” or “possessed of,” but “influenced or terrorized by” the evil god.  It is important to realize that demons do not possess, but using their influence, they appear to be in control.  However, each person has been given a freewill that can only be dominated by a demon at the behest of the individual.  The demon may seem to be in control of its victim, having extreme influence over behavior through obsession, but is not in possession.  The manifestation is like alcoholism, drug or cigarette addiction where the will of the individual has been compromised.  “Demon-possession” results from an attack of fear.  The victim is convinced that they no longer have any choice, but must submit their will to an obsession.  They are “demonized” whether it is an obsession of sexual pleasure or greed and avarice.  By reclaiming the will, strengthened by the Holy Spirit through faith, the reign of the evil god can be defeated.


	Demons promote their worldly agenda, but we can never excuse our sinful behavior because of their influence.  Rather we should recognize that Jesus has set us free from their oppression so that we might serve Him only.  We can reclaim our sanity and our freedom.  We can be all He created us to be; constrained by His love, we are free in Christ to love one another as He first loved us. 

In Acts 5:3 Peter confronts Ananias after he lied about the sale of his property asking him, “why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit…?”  Even though Ananias was saved and a believer in Christ, he was not immune to the influence of Satan and for this was held accountable.


	Thought Provoking:

1. Do people get demonized today?

2. Can Christians be demonized?

3. Can the Holy Spirit and a demon both have influence in the same person at the same time?

4. Do you have authority over demons?  Could you cast them out?

Jesus gave His disciples authority over demons in Matthew 10:1.  That authority has never been rescinded.  Every believer has authority over unclean spirits and can exercise that authority, with faith, at any time.  No demon can resist or stand against the authority of the name of Jesus.
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