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	The English word “Satan” is derived from a Hebrew word “saw-tawn'” meaning “adversary.”  In the New Testament, the word “sat-an-as'” is combined with a definite article meaning “the accuser.”  There is a lot of mythology surrounding the person of Satan.  In Jewish theology, he is not regarded as an individual personality, but most Christians do acknowledge him as an evil personality in charge of demonic forces; all of whom are supposedly fallen angelic beings who having rebelled against God, and were, as a result kicked out of heaven.  Most of this scenario cannot be verified clearly through the scriptures, but differing passages pieced together build the popular legend of the character known as Satan or the devil.

The story of Satan begins at the beginning (Genesis, chapter 3) when he is associated with a serpent in the garden of Eden.  It bears noting that this association largely exists only in the minds of those who want to believe it.  He is not identified as the serpent anywhere in  the  Bible  except  by  implication  until  you  get  to Revelation 12:9; 20:2.  Jesus 

	[image: image1.jpg]



	should be the main source of what we believe about Satan.  In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus is led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the devil.  As they converse, Jesus identifies him as Satan.  The word Satan appears 36 times in the New Testament – the Greek word “satanas” and is always translated as Satan.

Thought Provoking:

1. Why would the Spirit lead Jesus into temptation?

2. What does the “wilderness” represent?  Is this significant?
3. Have you had a wilderness experience?  Did the devil attend you there?
The Greek word “diablos” is here translated into the English word “devil.”  This word means a  traducer:  one  who  tricks by  deception.  Jesus  calls Satan,  the  devil, but

	also calls others devils (John 6:70).  It is important to note that diablos is not a title or a name, but a characteristic.  In John 8:44 Jesus is perplexed by the people that He is speaking with because they reject the truth, and He calls them “children of the devil,” identifying them as liars and the devil is the father of lies.  Jesus also says that the devil was a “murderer from the beginning,” but does not explain what He means.  Could this be a reference back to Eden?

In Matthew 16:22-23, provoked by Peter because of his opposition to God’s plan of redemption that would take place in the near future, Jesus calls him “Satan.”  The story is made even more interesting in that Jesus had commended Peter for his understanding of who He was only six verses earlier; telling him that he would give Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus’ explains that Peter was setting his mind on man’s interests rather than God’s, which made him a stumbling block to Jesus’ purposes.  It explains how we can be close to the Lord and on good terms in one moment and find ourselves in opposition to Him in the next unless we carefully listen each moment to His guidance.

Thought Provoking:

1. Did Satan make or influence Peter to say what he did?  Why did he say it?

2. How does our view of Satan mix in our theology about our walk with Christ?

3. Have you ever realized that you were in opposition to Christ when you thought you were with Him?



	In Matthew 12 Jesus is accused of casting out demons by the ruler of the demons, which the Pharisees identify as “Beelzebul.”  Jesus acknowledges their point-of-view by stating in verse 26, “"If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand?”  In the context, He equates Beelzebul to Satan and admits that he is the ruler of the demons.  “Beelzebul” is the literal Greek word used here meaning, “Lord of the flies.”  This is a kind expression because the flies he governs are those that frequent the dung heap.  Dung and other waste items were flung into a small valley on the southwest side of Jerusalem called Hinnom or Ge-Hinnom or Ghehennah.  It was the city dump where fire was constantly burning the trash.  This was regarded by Jesus to be where Beelzebul ruled.

Jesus told the parable of the sower, repeated in all three of the synoptic gospels (Matthew 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-8; Luke 8:5-8).  He also explains its meaning.  In the parable, seed is sown beside the road, but the birds come and eat it up before it can root.  In His explanation, Jesus identifies the birds to be the devil in Luke 8:12; in Mark it is “Satan” (4:15); and in Matthew it is the “evil one” (13:19); who steals away the word of God from the hearts of people so that they cannot believe and be saved.  In John’s gospel, Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd who protects the flock of God against the thief who comes for the purpose of killing, stealing and destroying (John 10:10).  By inference, this is Satan, further helping us understand his goals and objectives.

In review, his name means the accuser.  He is the devil, a traducer: one who tricks and deceives who was a murderer from the beginning and who is the father of lies.  He is in opposition to the program and will of God.  He is Beelzebul, meaning “the lord of the flies,” who rules over the demonic forces.  He is the “evil one” who steals the word of God away from those who need it for sustenance.  
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