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	Temptation

How It All Began
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	The knowledge of good and evil was obtained by Adam and his wife after they willfully violated God’s command.  The story of their fall is told in the third chapter of Genesis.  It begins with a temptation delivered by a serpent in the Garden of Eden to Eve; her willful participation in rebellion against God’s command; followed by Adam’s temptation and his willful violation of God’s command.  The story is familiar to most of us, but did it really happen?  Real or not, what lessons do we learn from the story?  How does evil continue its attack on us today?  Is there a way to recognize the signs and dangers of temptation and thereby avoid plunging into sin today?

Whether you believe in the story of a literal Adam and Eve and their fall or not, sin is a reality that  causes  a  rift  in relationship  with  the creator.  
	

	Evil, promotes sin through temptation, whether personified in the person known as Satan or understood as a flaw in human nature.  It severs relationship with God.  But when does temptation turn into sin?  Even Jesus was tempted, but did not sin.  Now that the power of sin to separate us from God has been destroyed by Christ’s finished work at the cross, is it possible for us to no longer sin?

Tradition has handed down the story of Adam and Eve to be literal and the Serpent, Lucifer, Satan and the Devil are one and the same individual who has one ambition: to destroy the works of God.  He is a.k.a. “The Enemy” and is in opposition to all that is good; and is determined to stand in the way of the success of God’s plans.



	[image: image1.png]



	We, God’s people, as a part of His creation and heirs of the promises of God have huge targets painted on us.  Satan continues to look for opportunities to spoil the redemption.  His tactics have changed little since Eden, using subtlety, lies and subterfuge to deceive.  Our understanding is that it is impossible for him to undo the redemption brought about at the cross of Jesus Christ, but using deception, he can steal joy, kill happiness and contentment and destroy faith and thus rob us of effectual participation in the Kingdom of God.  How can we learn to recognize Satan’s tactics?  How can we know we are on God’s side and not Satan’s?
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