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ROAMIN’ THRU ROMANS


Introduction to the Letter of Paul to the Romans

Author:

Dictated by Paul of Tarsus, penned by Tertius, a scribe (16:22).

Date:


Approximately 58 AD.

Background:
Though Paul and Peter were apparently martyred in Rome, it is unlikely that either of them was the direct founder of the church in that city.  Possibly some who had been converted on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) carried the gospel message of “God’s free gift of grace” back home with them to the imperial city; or possibly some converts of Paul were responsible; or even one of the other apostles of Jesus traveled there.  Whoever it was, it is unrecorded in history.  The membership was predominately Gentile (1:13; 11:13; 15:5-6).  One of Paul’s main theme’s in this letter is the assurance to all Gentile believers, in Rome and wherever else they may be, that they are included in God’s favor and have been grafted into spiritual Israel (11:17ff).

Purpose:
Paul was anxious to minister in the church at Rome, which evidently was already widely known for its people’s outspoken faith throughout Christendom (1:8), so he wrote the letter to prepare the way for his visit (15:14-17).  It was written from Corinth where Paul was completing a collection for the poor of Palestine.  From there he went back to Jerusalem to deliver the money.  He intended to leave Jerusalem immediately and go back to Rome and on into Spain (15:24).  These plans were, of course, changed by his arrest in Jerusalem and subsequent detention in Caesarea, though he did manage to get to Rome eventually as a prisoner.  Phoebe, who was a member of the church at Cenchrea, the twin city of Corinth (16:1), is probably the person who delivered the letter to the Romans.

	Footnote

about 

Chapter 16:
	The mention by name of 26 people in a church Paul had never visited (and particularly Priscilla and Aquila, who were most recently associated with Ephesus, Acts 18:18-19) has caused some scholars to consider chapter 16 as a part of an epistle sent to Ephesus.  It would be natural, however, for Paul to mention to people to which he was a stranger his acquaintance with mutual friends.  Paul’s only other long series of greetings is in Colossians – a letter also sent to a church we have no record that he visited.


Contents:
More formal that Paul’s other letters, Romans sets forth many of the basic tenets of the Christian faith: natural revelation (1:19-20), universality of sin (3:9-20); justification by faith and the doctrine of grace with its ramifications (3:24; 5:1); propitiation (3:25); faith (chapter 4); original sin (5:12); union with Christ (chapter 6); spiritual living (chapter 8); the steadfastness and certainty of the love of God (8:28); the election and rejection of Israel (chapters 9 and 10); spiritual gifts (12:3-8); and respect for the government – all presented in a systematic way.

Outline:

I. Salutation and Statement of Theme, 1:1-17

a. Greeting, 1:1-7

b. Paul’s Interest, 1:8-15

c. Theme, 1:16-17

II. Righteousness Needed; Condemnation for the Problem of Sin, 1:18-3:20

a. The Condemnation of the Gentile, 1:18-32

A. The cause of the condemnation: willful ignorance, 1:18-23

B. The consequences of the condemnation: divine abandonment, 1:24-32

b. The Condemnation of the Moralist, 2:1-16

c. The Condemnation of the Jew, 2:17-3:8

A. He did not keep the law of God, 2:17-29

B. He did not believe in the promises of God, 3:1-8

d. The Condemnation of ALL mankind, 3:9-20

III. Righteousness Imputed; Justification, Salvation, 3:21-5:21

a. The Description of Righteousness, 3:21-31

b. The Illustration of Righteousness, 4:1-25

A. Abraham’s faith was apart from works, 4:1-8

B. Abraham’s faith was apart from circumcision, 4:9-12

C. Abraham’s faith was apart from the Law, 4:13-15

D. Abraham’s faith was in God, 4:16-25

IV. Righteousness Imparted; Sanctification, Separation, 6:1-8:39

a. The Principles of Sanctification; The Question of License, 6:1-23

A. Shall we continue in sin? 6:1-14

B. Shall we continue to sin? 6:15-23

b. The Practice of Sanctification; The Question of Law, 7:1-25

A. Is the believer under law? 7:1-6

B. Is the law evil? 7:7-12

C. Is the law a cause of death? 7:13-14

D. How can I solve the struggle within myself? 7:15-25

c. The Power of Sanctification; the Question of Living, 8:1-39

A. Emancipated living, 8:1-11

B. Exalted living, 8:12-17

C. Expectant living, 8:18-30

D. Exultant living, 8:31-39

V. Righteousness Vindicated; Dispensation, Sovereignty, 9:1-11:36

a. Israel’s Past; Election, 9:1-29

A. Paul’s sorrow, 9:1-5

B. God’s Sovereignty, 9:6-29

b. Israel’s Present; Rejection, 9:30-10:21

c. Israel’s Future; Salvation, 11:1-36

A. The extent of Israel’s rejection (partial), 11:1-10

B. The purpose of Israel’s rejection, 11:11-24

C. The duration of Israel’s rejection (temporary), 11:25-32

D. Discourse on God’s wisdom, 11:33-36

VI. Righteousness Practiced; Application, Service, 12:1-15:13

a. In Relation to Ourselves, 12:1-2

b. In Relation to the Church, 12:3-8

c. In Relation to Society, 12:9-21

d. In Relation to Government, 13:1-14

e. In Relation to Other Believers, 14:1-15:13

A. Do not judge one another, 14:1-12

B. Do not hinder one another, 14:13-23

C. Do imitate Christ, 15:1-13

VII. Personal Messages and Benediction, 15:14-16:27

a. Paul’s Plans, 15:14-33

b. Paul’s Personal Greetings, 16:1-16

c. Paul’s Concluding Admonition and Benediction, 16:17-27
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