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Last time we tried to show that addictive behaviors (and specifically sexual addiction) can sometimes overtake common sense and set itself up as a god in our lives; taking over common sense and making spirit-filled living almost impossible.  Not too many of us are tempted to put a graven image up in the corner of our living room and bow down to it in worshipful prayer.  But other more mundane things seem to draw our eyes away from the living God, keeping us focused on all the things this world has to offer.

For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.

 – 1 Timothy 6:10-11 (NASB)

The conveniences, pleasures and standard of living we enjoy in America are often faulted by many to be temptations too difficult to resist.  But the New Testament makes it clear that God is not as concerned about form as He is about the motivation of hearts.  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." – Matthew 5:8 (NASB)

The entirety of the Sermon on the Mount is concerned with the condition of the heart.  The potential for the commission of the sin of idolatry is heightened by God’s jealous desire to have relationship with His people.  He desires for us to choose Him.  Only in this way can God be glorified.  But when we do not choose Him in worship, our natural tendency is to find another object of worship.

1. Have people or things taken God’s place in your life?

2. What are some of the things that have taken God’s place in your life?

3. Dictionary.com defines the word “obsession” as the domination of one's thoughts or feelings by a persistent idea, image, desire, etc.  Are you or have you ever been obsessed?  Would you consider “obsession” to be idolatry?

4. How did it affect your relationship to God?

Many have gone the wrong direction following what they thought were the clear teachings of the Bible.  In the slavery years before the Civil War, Christians justified their ownership of other human beings based on their interpretations of the Bible.  It was Bible based Christians who opposed women’s suffrage in the early twentieth century and standing on such flimsy scriptures as “…if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat....” (2 Thessalonians 3:10), they obstructed child labor laws.  They judged that the black man to be inferior to the white man because of curse and forbad interracial marriage citing Old Testament ethnocentric legalities. Today the same mentality seeks to put women back in the home in subjection to their husbands will and make homosexuality a crime punishable by death.  They oppose the GLBT Community’s right to marry and replaced the clear message of God’s love for every person with a gospel of hate.

How did Christianity get so twisted?  This has got to be the same question that Martin Luther asked in October of 1517 when he nailed his 95 theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.  One highly possible answer is idolatry.  There is a reason we cannot recognize the gospel anymore in the church that claims to represent the Lord of Love – they have replaced him with another god: The Bible.

How can anyone miss the God of Love in the pages of the New Testament?  When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment, His response was quick and without hesitation, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”  And He quickly also said, “And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  But these laws of Moses (and of Jesus) are immediately disregarded when it comes to homosexuality.  How could Jesus words be so misunderstood when He so clearly embraced the downtrodden?  He drank from the same cup as a Samaritan and embraced lepers and let a prostitute touch Him and ate at a tax collector’s house.

The Bible has become their god.  This is perhaps the most subtle replacement that God has had to endure.  At least with Baal and Dagon it was clear that another (less mobile) god was the clear object of worship.  When Aaron cast the golden calf and the Ephesians celebrated the goddess Diana there was no hypocrisy.

Do you worship the Bible?  Has its meaning and doctrinal message become more important than your relationship with Christ?
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